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RESPONSE TO AMENDMENT 

1 . This Action is in response to the Amendment for Application Number 09/61 2,565 
received on 11/15/2006. 

2. Claims 1, 2, 4, 7, 8, 21, 22, 29, 31-41,44-46, 48, and 49 are presented for . 
examination. 

3. The prosecution of this case has been transferred to another Examiner. All 
corresponding communications should be directed to Examiner's contact information 
provided below. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1. 1 14 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
1 1/15/2006 has been entered. 

Claim Objections 

Claim 49 is objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 49 reads "A 
storage medium according to claim 21". Examiner believes claim 49 may have been 
mistakenly dependent on claim 21, and should have been dependent on claim 29. 
Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 4, 7, 21, 29, 31-41,44-46, 48, and 49 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 

103(a) as being unpatentable over Gong et al. (U.S. 6,865,576) in view of lida (U.S. 

2004/0196508). 

4. Regarding claims 1, 7, 21, and 29, Gong disclosed a database schema for 
storing application data in a relational database backing store of a directory service in 
which the entries have multiple value attributes in the directory service in order to 
extend the LDAP attribute schema (Gong, col. 2, lines 40-55). Clients connect to 
multiple network databases through an LDAP server, in which the databases contain 
the directory information. From the user's prospective, the LDAP server stores all the 
information, and the user does not know the database in which the data is actually 
located (Gong, col. 4, lines 47-57). The server therefore has the ability to respond to 
client requests with multi-value attributes such as country code (Gong, col. 5, lines 25- 
36). 

As explained in Applicant's instant specification, the LDAP protocol is used to 
"efficiently find various resources on [a] network, and utilize the resources... Therefore, 
by utilizing the directory service and searching the device connected to the network, a 



Application/Control Number: 09/612,565 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2143 

list of network addresses of usable devices on the network can be obtained" (see 
Applicant's Specification, page 1, lines 10-20). 

Since Gong uses an extended version of the LDAP protocol (Gong, col. 2, lines 
45-50), it is inherent that when using the invention of Gong and making requests to the 
LDAP server, the LDAP server provides network addresses of the device. 
Therefore, it is clear that based on a client request (Gong, col. 4, lines 58-67, 
client/server, and handling requests), the LDAP server of Gong provides both 
geographical location information (Gong, col. 5, lines 25-35, i.e. country code) and 
network addresses (Gong, col. 2, lines 40-45, the use of LDAP as explained above in 
reference to instant specification) in order to "provide end users with a rich information 
data warehouse that allows them to access department or company employee data, as 
well as resource information, such as name and location of printers, copy machines, 
and other environment resources. (Gong, col. 1 , lines 30-40). 

Gong did not explicitly state after receiving the information regarding the device, 
that the client goes out and connects to the device. However, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made that the 
client would use this information for an actual purpose, such as actually using for 
example a printer (Gong, col. 1, lines 30-40) " and utilizing the resources " as admitted by 
the Applicant (See Applicants instant Specification, page, 1, lines 10-29, using LDAP to 
find resources and "utilize them"). 
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Gong did not explicitly state the device comprising storing icon data indicating an 
icon for visually representing said device, or a control unit, adapted to transmit the icon 
data to the client. 

However, in an analogous art, lida disclosed a communication apparatus 
connected to a terminal via a network that detects information regarding the apparatus, 
including status information, stored on a memory of the apparatus (lida, Apstract) which 
provides the status information to the terminal, the status information, in one example, 
in the form of a printer status icon composed of a symbol mark for displaying a printer 
symbol (lida, paragraph 72). 

Gong provides for an extended LDAP server for clients to locate devices, such as 
printers, lida provides for a client connected to a device such as a printer. Since LDAP 
is used to locate devices such as printers and utilize their resources (see Applicant's 
Specification, page 1, lines 10-20), it would have been obvious to modify Gong to 
provide the resources of lida. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the teachings of Gong to "utilize the resources" 
of the printer in lida, making it possible to present a status icon in which the latest status 
of the device is reflected to the client (lida, paragraph 16) to notify the client in a user 
friendly manner to indicate for instance, that the printer is out of paper (lida, paragraph 
72). 

Claim 1 includes a network system comprising a server, a client, and a device, 
each storage units, transmission units, reception units and control units to implement 
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the functionality explained above. While Gong does not explicitly point out such units, it 
is inherent that in order for the client and server to perform such functionality, that these 
units must exist. The client and server of Gong must include transmission units to send 
requests and responses, and they must also include storage to at least read/store the 
data. Otherwise, operation of the invention would not occur, lida clearly shows the 
device having memory for storing the icon data and a control unit to transmit the icon 
data, as disclosed above. 

Claim 7 recites an information processor (the client) including limitations that are 
substantially similar to the limitations in claim 1, and is therefore rejected under the 
same rationale. 

Claim 21 recites a method of displaying an icon for a device, the method 
including limitations that are substantially similar to the limitations in claim 1, and is 
therefore rejected under the same rationale. 

Claim 29 recites a storage medium storing program code including limitations 
that are substantially similar to the limitations in claim 1, and is therefore rejected under 
the same rationale. 

5. Regarding claim 4, Gong and lida disclosed the limitations, substantially as 
claimed, as described in claim 1, including wherein said device further comprises a 
judgment unit, adapted to judge a status of said device, said second storage unit stores 
a plurality of icon data each of which corresponds to the status of said device, and said 
control unit selects the icon data in accordance with the judged status from the plurality 
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of stored icon data and transmits the selected icon data to said client (lida, see abstract, 
detecting updated status, paragraph 72, different icons representing different status). 

Regarding claim 31., Gong and lida disclosed the limitations, substantially as claimed, 
as described in claim 1, including 

Gong did not explicitly state after receiving the information regarding the device, 
wherein said client further comprises a processor unit adapted to process the received 
position information to identify a device corresponding to the received position 
information, and wherein said second transmission unit transmits the request to the 
identified device. 

However, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made that the client would use this received information for an actual 
purpose, such as actually using for example a printer (Gong, col. 1, lines 30-40) " and 
utilizing the resources " as admitted by the Applicant (See Applicant's instant 
Specification, page, 1, lines 10-29, using LDAP to find resources and "utilize them"). 

6. Regarding claims 32 and 36, Gong and lida disclosed the limitations, 
substantially as claimed, as described in claims 1 and 21. Gong and lida did not 
explicitly state wherein the position information indicates at least two geographical areas 
in which said device is located, a first one of the geographical areas being included 
within another of the geographical areas. 
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However, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made that based on one geographic location, one could determine an 
outer geographic location, for example, given the country code (Gong, col. 5, lines 25- 
36), one can determine what continent the country is located. Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to provide the continent as well. Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art that if provided a location of a device, it would have been 
obvious to use the same functionality to provide a second location of that device. 

7. Claims 33 and 37 include limitations substantially similar to claims 1 and 21 , i.e. 
making a request to the device and receiving icon data from the device, and is therefore 
rejected under the same rationale as claim 1 . 

8. Claims 34 and 38 includes limitations substantially similar to claims 1 and 21, i.e. 
requesting a server to search for a desired device (LDAP) and receiving position 
information in response (explained in the above claim 1 rejection), and is therefore 
rejected under the same rationale as claim 1. 

9. Claim 35 includes limitations substantially similar to claims 1, i.e. processing the 
received information to identify a device and making a request to the device, and is 
therefore rejected under the same rationale as claim 1. 
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10. Regarding claims 39, 40, 41 Gong and lida disclosed the limitations, substantially 
as claimed, as described in claims 1, 7, 21, including wherein said display unit displays 
the location of said device defined by the position information received by said first 
reception unit (Gong, col. 1, lines 30-40). Gong and lida did not explicitly state 
displaying the location in characters. However, using characters to display data was 
well known in the art at the time the invention was made. Therefore it was within the 
level of one of ordinary skill in the art to use characters to display this data as it was a 
standard practice at the time of the invention. 

1 1 . Regarding claim 44, Gong and lida disclosed the limitations, substantially as 
claimed, as described in claim 1, including wherein the position information defining the 
geographical location of said device comprises information that defines the 
geographical location of said device in a plurality of hierarchical layers (Gong, col. 1 1 , 
lines 15-25). 

12. Regarding claims 45, 46, 48, and 49, Gong and lida disclosed the limitations, 
substantially as claimed, as described in claim 1, 7, 21, 29, including wherein the 
position information defining the geographical location of said device comprises 
information selected from the group consisting of (a) information defining which of plural 
companies' facility said device is in, (b) information defining which of plural cities said 
device is in, (c) information defining which of plural building said device is in, (d) 
information defining which of plural floors of a building said device is on/and (e) 
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information defining which of plural locations on a floor said device is in (Gong, col. 1 , 
lines 30-40). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claim 2, 8, 22 objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 



Conclusion 

Examiner's Note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in 
the references applied to the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. 
Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings of the art and are 
applied to specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures 
may apply as well. It is respectfully requested from the applicant in preparing 
responses, to fully consider the references in entirety as potentially teaching all or part 
of the claimed invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior art 
or disclosed by the Examiner. 

In the case of amending the claimed invention, Applicant is respectfully 
requested to indicate the portion(s) of the specification which dictate(s) the structure 
relied on for proper interpretation and also to verify and ascertain the metes and bounds 
of the claimed invention. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to J. Bret Dennison whose telephone number is (571) 212- 
3910. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30am-5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David A Wiley can be reached on (571) 272-3923. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




J. B. D. 

Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2143 




